Chandler et al. (1989) Bretherton & Beeghlv (1982) Siegal & Beattie (1991) Children younger than four years old ha,ve a behavioristic understanding of'mental states"l 'to know," for example, is equated with 'to act sucressfully"; older children develop a representational understanding of knowledge states akin to our own.
Symbolic play is widence that three-year-olds (and even younger children) can conceive of mental states as representations. These young children, however, fail to understand two criticd aspects of mental states, (l) how mental states are formed (hence they attribute knowledge 'miraculously") and (2) 
